Neurosurgery in the United States: a log-diary study.
The Division of Research in Medical Education and of the University of Southern California, with the cooperation and assistance of the American Association of Neurological Surgeons and the Congress of Neurological Surgeons, has conducted a national study of the professional activities of neurological surgeons in the United States. One of a series of 24 surveys of medical and surgical specialties, the survey obtained information on patient workloads, the allocation of physician time, the characteristics of patients and the circumstances under which they were seen, patient diagnoses, and the care that was provided--including whether an operation was performed. This paper provides a selection of the findings deemed most relevant to manpower issues in neurosurgery. A later paper will examine regional differences in patient care, including the frequency with which selected surgical procedures are used for different clinical conditions.